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American Pilots’ 

to Be in U.S. Interest 


By BERNARD GWERTZMAN 

SpKlRltoThtNavYaritTtaM ' * 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 22 — The State 
Department said today that it was not in 

the national interest for American pilots 

and me cha nics to work for the Libyan 
Air Fore*. ^ », 

Responding to a report to The New 
York Times ttor morning that said 
Americans had been recruited to fly and 
maintain Libyan Air Force planes in an 

operation organized by Edwin P WU- 
son, a termer American intelligence 
agent, the department said it could not 
confirm that. Americans were actually 

working for the Libyan military. 

But a a p o kmam, Alan D. Romberg. 
“For scam time we have been 
aware that some United States citizens 
may be involved in civil aviation in 
Libya.” 

U.S.Ratoetant to Comment 


He said that since last May, when all 
Libyan diplomats were expelled from 
this country, the United States bad “re- 
peatedly advised" Americans not to 
travel or live in Libya, a militant Arab 
nation to Nort h Africa . . „ 

State Department and White House 


officials both here and to Cancfin, Mexi- 
co, where President Reagan is attend- 
ing a conference of developing and to- 
dustrialiaed countries, ap peared t o be 
reluctant to comment on- reports that 
Americans were I n v o lved to the air 
operations , to Libya. Despite r epeated 
requests ter statements from several 
news organizations, officials here re- 
ferred requests to smior offldals-ln 
Cancan. White House 1 officials, after 
consultation with senior State Depart- 
ment officials there; aa»d‘ they week) 
have no comment y < •-***• - 

When pres s ed to comment further on 
the report of Americana flying r and 
Libyan planes; Mr: Rom- 
berg mid. “It would not be consistent to 
suggest that such activity wee in the 
United States national interest.’' 


One Western pilot r ecr ui ted by Mr. 
Wilson told an interviewer in. L ond on 

this week that American pilots flew heli- 
copters in support of the Libyan inter- 
vention in Chad late last year. State De- 
partmem officials said they had no inde- 
pendent coafirmetionaf that. 

Nevertheless, officials said that there 
had been diwv case* in which 


planes supposed to be part of the Libyan 
civil air fleet had beeo used to transport 
Libyan troopa in recent years, most 
notably to Uganda in 197Pin a vain effort 
to p re v ent the o ve rthr ow of Idi Amin, 
the Ugandan niler. * $«■' 

Military Used Civilian Planes i' 
Officials said that while there was no 
documented evidence to their files link- 
ing Americans to the Libyan military, 
they said that Libyan practice showed 
that civilian planes had been used in 
military missions, and noted that the 
United States had refused to 1979 to go 
ahead with licenses to sell Boeing 74Ts 
to Libya even though Libya had said the 
planes would be used only in civilian 
opcr&tlotis* 

There were also reports today that 
American air leasing companies had 
provided planes for transporting muni- 
tions from Syria to Libya. 

George Batchelor, the major owner of 
the companies in question. Interna- 
tional Air Lease Inc., of Miami, and 
Capital International Airways Inc., of 
Smyrna, Term., said that two of his 
planes, leased by Libyan airlines for a 
4Vday period each year, were employed 
solely to ferry Moslem, pilgrims to. 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia. 

“If any military perso n nel or cargo? 
came aboard, they wouldn't take off,”, 
he said in a telephone interview. Mr.. 
Batchelor .also said the State Depart-' 
ment was informed about the Mecca pll-' 
grim flights. 

Tbefe are two Chilian airlines in- 
Libya. One is the Libyan Arab Airlines,* 
which flies to points north of Libya, and' 
the other is United African Airways^ 
which flies to points south of Libya. Offi- 
cials said there w e r e extensive reports' 
of Americans and other foreigners being, 
recruited for United African Airways. 

Relations between the United Sts tew 
and Libya are strained and rather 
usuaL In January I960, mobs to Tripo»i. 
burned down the American Embassy* 
By March 1980, all American diplomats 1 
had been withdrawn. ....^ 

Libyan diplomats were expelled from, 
the United States last May because of- 
what the State Department called- 
Libyan s up por t for •te r ror ism ” abroad,- 
including Libyanepaneored murders of- 
Libyan exiles. The Reagan Administra- 
tion has also pledged to sappxt uy 
AfrimncoantrythreatenedbyLibya. ^ 
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